
The vision statement of EAAW mentions the importance 
of media channels: ‘To foster and promote animal welfare 
management through awareness creation and practice, among 
the people of Tanzania and East Africa, through Media 
Channels.’ 
 
Media outlets are used to sensitize communities and to develop 
compassion and care. EAAW reports: “We train journalists how 
to report on animal welfare. Newspapers in Tanzania rarely 
publish stories of animal abuse and cruelty; most people are 
not educated on what constitutes animal cruelty. Nor are they 
educated about the links between animal abuse and violence 

toward humans. Heart-warming stories about animals and 
the animal-human bond also fail to make it to publication. 
Yet print media is still the way most Tanzanians receive their 
information. This is a huge gap that we are trying to fill by 
training journalists to report on animal stories, the good, the 
bad, the educational.” 
 
All of us should be aware of the power of our communications 
and strive to always be ethical and respectful. We owe it to the 
animals that we speak for.

Promoting communication about donkey welfare        www.donkeysforafrica.org              ISSUE 24 - FEBRUARY 2021

DONKEYS for AFRICA
The power and promise of communication

DONKEYS for AFRICA  FEBRUARY 2021   Pg 1 

Working donkeys so often have harnessing wounds that,  in places,  it is considered the norm. 
This must be addressed. Owners need to realise that improved equipment is to the advantage 
of their animals and their own productivity.  Communication about the advantages is key and 
DfA has introduced a web page dedicated to harnessing and hitching issues with practical 
experiences, challenges and solutions.  While there is no ‘one size fits all’ solution, open minds 
and intelligent applications will win the day for working donkeys that rely on us to improve 
their lives.   
Also ‘look and like’ our condensed Harness Help posts on our Facebook page.  
Please engage, contribute and participate. Email us at editor@donkeysforafrica.org

www.animalwelfareafrica.org

Help for harnessing – at www.donkeysforafrica.org

All sentient beings communicate. It ensures survival and desired outcomes.
Within species the messages are usually clear and understood – unless 
we are referring to humans, perhaps. Humans have a great capacity  
for adapting communication to achieve desired results. This can result 
in sending false messages. An example would be to feel extreme anger  
in a situation but to appear calm to ensure a preferred outcome.

Animals are seldom so devious. However, if survival is at stake they  
can employ this tactic. A familiar example is the donkey that is sick  
but stoically masks signs so as not to show predators its vulnerability.

In our welfare work effective communication is essential:  
we can influence thoughts and actions to adapt people’s  
attitudes and beliefs, to achieve better treatment of the  
animals, and to ensure sustainable behavior change.  
Lyne Iyadi, Information & Communications Officer at  
The Brooke East Africa writes: “There is great prejudice  
when it comes to donkeys as working livestock in this region.  
We have an audience where traditional attitudes and  
behaviour influence a lot how they perceive a donkey.”

Ayubu Nko, the Founder and CEO of Education for Africa  
Animal Welfare (EAAW), based in Tanzania, is a communication 
professional with over 15 years’ experience in communication.  
Ayubu is also a media trainer, enabling agriculture and environment 
journalists to build their skills in reporting. 

Importance of media channels

      In a desert  
     environment, a donkey   
 can hear and respond 
to another donkey’s bray 
over vast distances.

https://animalwelfareafrica.org/
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From The Brooke East Africa: 
Donkey populations in Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda, and Ethiopia became the first 
targets with up to eight abattoirs being 
constructed. 

Ethiopia’s government closed the 
abattoir established in Bishoftu while 
Uganda banned the slaughter in 2017. 

Two abattoirs were constructed and 
licenced in Tanzania while four abattoirs 
were licenced and operationalized in 
Kenya. Slaughter of donkeys for the 
skin trade catalysed sale of donkeys, 
theft, cross border smuggling of donkeys 
and illegal bush slaughter, among other 
animal welfare violations. 

Brooke East Africa reports that it is 
a challenge to make decision makers 
understand the donkey welfare issues 
and make such a priority, as is done 
with other livestock. However, their community orientated 
stakeholder engagement from grassroot to national levels is 
bearing fruit in this regard. 

Kenyan Abattoirs turn to the courts 
In February 2020 the Cabinet Secretary of Kenya’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Hon Peter Munya revoked the licenses of all four 
slaughterhouses. As expected, the abattoirs challenged the ban, 
backed up with hefty resources to fight this. Three cases have 
been filed in the high court of Kenya, pending a judicial hearing 
in the coming months.  
The financial and political muscle behind the slaughterhouses 
means that any government action against them may not be 
easily executed. 

Tanzania government halts 
donkey abattoirs  
Intensive lobbying by community 
and advocacy groups, supported 
by international animal welfare 
organisations such as Brooke and The 
Donkey Sanctuary, has caused the 
Director of Veterinary Services in the 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries of 
Tanzania to revoke all the three types 
of licenses issued to the abattoirs. The 
licenses include: donkey slaughter 
licenses, export of donkey meat license 
and export of donkey skin license.

Economic implications 
Brooke commissioned research to 
analyse the economic impact of the trade 
in 2018 and found that whilst the trade 
provided a short term benefit in terms 
of a cash injection, the loss of a donkey 
forced farmers to resort to more costly 
or less efficient alternatives, making 

them vulnerable to poverty. A research project in South Africa 
published by Kristen Binda and featured in the DfA newsletter 
of July 2019, endorses this finding that donkeys are worth more 
alive than dead.

The Donkey Sanctuary in the UK also has a dedicated team 
who are investigating Donkey Skin Trade activities in Africa 
and around the world. 

Constant vigilance and awareness is essential. Donkeys for 
Africa appeals to each of you to update us on the status of the 
skins trade in your area, particularly the illegal trade. We will 
pass on this valuable information to a central data collection 
point.  Email any information to editor@donkeysforafrica.org

Donkey skins trade in Africa

Dr Thomas Kahema, Executive Director of the Tanzania 
Animal Welfare Society (TAWESO), reports that the 
organization managed to help countless animals during 2020 
in spite of the challenges posed by Covid. They operate in four 
country zones in Tanzania: Coast, Central, Southern, and the 
Lake region. 
 
Thomas lists the TAWESO programmes for 2021: 
1. Veterinary Outreaches in rural settings 
2. Humane Education to schools, colleges and universities 
3. Community Veterinary Hospital 
4. Welfare of animals in markets, transport & slaughter houses 
5. Extreme weather management 
6. Emergency relief services 
7. Policy and advocacy 
8. Donkey Welfare 
9. Animal sheltering

The background to the skins trade for the production of ejiao products is well known. Refer to our past newsletters and library.

TAWESO helps despite Covid challenges www.taweso.org

Helping donkeys, educating donkey owners, welfare at slaughter 
houses, areas of operation.

Images:TDS

https://www.thebrooke.org/
http://www.taweso.org/
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Bam Animal Clinics was founded in 2009 by David 
Balondemu and is based in Nakavule village, Iganga, in the 
Eastern region of Uganda. 

The donkey population in Uganda is estimated at 8 000, with 
the majority of donkeys in the Eastern region. Most work as 
transport animals as the road network is poor: fetching water, 
carrying heavy loads including food, goods and people.

Bam comes from Bamu meaning ‘united’ in the local language. 
During registration of the organisation it was found Bamu was 
already taken so the ‘U’ was removed to still stay relevant with 
the original meaning.

The goal of Bam Animal Clinics is to sensitize, educate, train, 
protect and improve the general welfare of all animals. 

Bam has produced articles on animal cruelty, pressed politicians 
to incorporate animal rights in manifestos, especially the right 
to health and fair treatment, and has had animal treatment 
measures incorporated in Iganga Community work plans.

The organization has established routes in the Eastern region 
where many donkeys are kept in poor conditions. They also run 
a project to improve the welfare of donkeys in the districts of 

Kween, Bukwo and Kapchorwa in partnership with Animal-
Kind International.

Common welfare issues are:  
• Denying treatment: Donkeys are thought to be very resistant  
   to diseases and thus get no veterinary treatment. This causes  
   suffering and unnecessary death of donkeys. 
• Overworking and overloading: A common belief is that  
   donkeys have no working limits. 
• Little access to grass or feed: People tend to give more care  
   to other livestock. Good grass is preserved for cattle. Donkeys  
   are denied drinking water at homes since they are thought to  
   have drunk at the wells when fetching water. 
• Wounds: Majority of working donkeys have wounds due to  
   lack of, or poor harnessing materials. 
• Lack of shelter: Donkeys suffer during adverse weather  
   conditions such as heavy rains, strong winds and high heat. 
• Inhumane slaughtering: Including theft to obtain skins for  
   the illegal skins trade.

All these issues receive attention from Bam  
Advice is given on work limits, the maximum load a donkey 
can carry, and the construction of simple shelters for donkeys. 
Construction of fences and community policing to minimize 
theft of donkeys is encouraged. To reduce harness wounds 
Bam together with Animal-Kind International introduced sisal 
saddles that are easy to make and use. Routine clinics operate 
to diagnose and treat animals free of charge, handling surgical 
cases as well. This helps owners to understand the importance 
of treatment as most of the treated animals get cured of their 
illnesses.  

Bam Animal Clinics improve donkey welfare in Uganda

Over working and overloading of donkeys. This is a common 
practice in donkey keeping communities in Uganda. Some people 
believe donkeys have no working limits.

Denied treatment. Donkeys are considered resistant to diseases 
and people ignore them to recover on their own when ill. 

Bam Animal Clinics in partnership with Animal-Kind 
International is improving the welfare of donkeys in Uganda.

Contact: Balondemu David | Director  
Email: balondemu_dav@bamanimalclinics.net 
Phone: +256772487712 | Mobile: +256702487712 
Location: Mutale Ndazula Road, Iganga, Uganda 
Web: www.bamanimalclinics.net

Plague: The locusts strip vegetation from fields, leaving no food 
for grazing animals and destroying the crops that people rely on.
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• From Hanna Rhodin, National 
Director, SPCA Windhoek, Namibia:  
Are there any resources/info sheets/
case examples of equines trekking for 
lengthy distances? 
• From Animal-Kind International:  
Is there evidence that reflective collars 
on donkeys discourage predators? 
• From several donkey owners about 
resistance to deworming medication: 
Should working donkeys be tested prior 
to being given de-wormers, should they 
be de-wormed at all or is it OK to just 
regularly de-worm without testing?  
• From a new veterinarian about the 
issue of wound treatment in equines:  
I see purple or blue antibiotic spray 
used on wounds and for everything. 
What do experienced practitioners feel 
about this spray?

We look forward to hearing your views. 
Email editor@donkeysforafrica.org if 
you can help. We will share answers in 
our next issue. 

A recurring theme in this newsletter is 
communication. We do not function 
in isolation. We can never help every 
donkey in need ourselves, nor can we 
discover the right and wrong ways of 
tackling problems in isolation.  
Effective communication is a solution. 
Changing minds and hearts, reaching out 
to help communities help themselves, 
giving a “hand up” rather than a 

“hand out” are all achieved through 
communication.  
 
Donkeys for Africa was founded as a 
communication portal and we intend 
to maintain and expand our role going 
forward – with your input. Let us make 
2021 a year of sharing ideas, goals and 
inspiration.

editor@donkeysforafrica.org 

Donkeys-for-Africa 

www.donkeysforafrica.org 

www.thedonkeysanctuary.org

The International Livestock Research 
Institute of Ethiopia is collaborating 
with the University of Melbourne, 
Australia on a project to examine 
synergies of animal welfare and 
agroforestry systems in Ethiopia. 

The project looks at communities and 
farmers that have different degrees 
of agroforestry access to assess 
what welfare benefits arise from the 
agroforestry system.  

Following pilot testing a 
comprehensive donkey welfare 
assessment based on that of The 
Brooke has been modified to suit the 
conditions in the research sites in 
Ethiopia. 

Initial observations are high work 
overload, long distance transportation 
and other problems in donkeys. 

We look forward to the results of the 
study. 

When 
engaging with 
communities 
where we wish 
to see a change, 
it is essential 
to establish a 
relationship 
based on 
respect and 
trust before any 
interventions can be effective. Take the 
time to find out why certain practices 
exist. Consider whether your proposed 
interventions will be:  
1. Fully understood  
2. First tried out  
3. Applicable, practical & sustainable  
4. Seen to be beneficial to the people  
    concerned, not just the animals.

Many organisations do excellent work but 
struggle to cope with administrative and 
fund-raising aspects. 

The Friendly Audit (FA) process offered 
by Animal-Kind International (A-KI) 
is an example of “thinking out of the 
box” to provide support at no cost, to 
organisations needing help to raise and 
manage funds.  

Karen Menczer, Founder and Director 
of A-KI explains “Over the years we 
have received uncountable proposals, 
solicited and unsolicited. It is difficult for 
applicants to identify a niche, tell a good 
story, speak from the heart, be transparent 
- all the things that attract and retain 
donors.”

To qualify for a FA process the 
organization needing help completes 
a questionnaire. If a FA is approved, a 
volunteer is paired with the organization 
to help strengthen them in specific areas.

This programme is underway and already 
has a waiting list. Well done, A-KI!

Please contact us and we will pass on 
any messages about this innovative idea.  
Perhaps more organisations can offer this 
kind of support. 

A-KI’s Annual Report can be viewed at:  
https://mailchi.mp/5c5a08c3c6ff/
our-annual-report-2020-looking-to-
2021?e=59e620d337

A helping hand 

Questions

Agro-forestry  
research in Ethiopia

From the Editor

Create trust & respect 
before changing behaviour

Image: Gambia Horse & Donkey Trust 

Here is an interesting link on this 
topic:https://news.mongabay.
com/2017/03/despite-population-
growth-and-management-challenges-
hope-for-forests-in-ethiopia/

THE REFORMER
Animal Law Reform SA 
fights for the legal rights 
of all animals. They have 
produced an insightful 
newsletter.  
Read it at: https://www.
animallawreform.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/
The-Reformer-ALRSA-

https://www.facebook.com/donkeysforafrica/
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